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called England, and all its subjects Englishmen. At the same time
he was again crowned, and from that year, 829, was styled King of England.
Thus were the names of Saxons and Jutes abolished among us, and an
end was put to the heptarchy, or division of this nation into seven kingdoms,
which began to be formed by Hengist in 457, when he took the title of
king, seven years after his arrival in this island in 449. Towards the
latter end of Egbert's reign the Danes first began to infest England. This
general name historians give to those shoals of pirates which were com-
posed not only of Danes, but also Norwegians, Goths, Sweones or Swedes,
and Vandals, as Eginhard, Henry of Huntingdon, and others assure us.

King Egbert reigned thirty-seven years over the West-Saxons, and
nine years over all England, dying in the year 830, or according to others
in 837.    Ethelwolf, his only surviving son, had been educated in piety
and learning under the care of St Swithin, then provost of the Old Monastery
in Winchester, and had been ordained subdeacon by Bishop Helmstan, as
Rudburn, Huntingdon, and others relate.   But upon the death of his elder
brother, whose name is not known, he was dispensed with by Pope Leo
to marry, and returning again to a secular life, helped his father in his
wars, and after his death was advanced to the throne.   He married Osberge,
a lady of remarkable piety, and had four sons by her, Ethelbald, Ethelbright,
Ethelred, and Alfred.   He governed his kingdom by the prudent advice
of Alstan, Bishop of Sherborne, in temporal affairs;   and by that of St
Swithin in ecclesiastical matters, especially those which concerned his own
soul.   And though the king was a slow disposition, yet by the assistance
of these worthy counsellors, he reigned prudently and happily; the Danes
were often repulsed, and many noble designs for the good of the church
and state were begun, and prosperously executed.    Bearing always the
greatest reverence to St Swithin, whom he called his master and teacher,
he procured him, upon the death of Helmstan, to be chosen Bishop of
Winchester, to which see he was consecrated by Ceolnoth, Archbishop of
Canterbury, in 852.   Hearne has given us the profession of faith which
he made on that occasion, according to custom, in the hands of the arch-
bishop.1   William of Malmesbury says, that though this good bishop was
a rich treasure of all virtues, those in which he took most delight were .
humility and charity to the poor;  and in the discharge of his episcopal
functions he omitted nothing belonging to a true pastor.   He built divers
churches and repaired others; and made his journeys on foot, accompanied
with his clerks, and often by night to avoid ostentation.   Being to dedicate
any church, he with all humility used to go barefoot to the place.   His
feasting was not with the rich, but with the needy and the poor.   His
mouth was always open to invite sinners to repentance, and to admonish
those that stood to beware of falling.   He was most severe to himself, and

1 Hearne, Teat. Roffens. p. 269.